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SHIFTING SANDS
Illegal Sand Sales

Huge	profits	are	being	made	by	local	Vietnamese	companies	who	export	sand	abroad. 

Companies	 are	 taking	 advantage	 of	 sand	 dredging	 privileges	 authorised	 by	 the	 Vietnamese	
Government.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 2009	 the	 Vietnamese	 Government	 banned	 sand	 exports.	 In	 2013	 those	
regulaFons	were	 loosened.	 The	 Government	 listed	 several	 enterprises	 allowed	 to	 export	 saline	 sand	
from	river	mouths	and	the	sea,		under	certain	condiFons. 
			 
The	majority	of	sand	dredging	exports	are	bound	for	Singapore.	Panamax	ships	are	the	preferred	means	
of	transportaFon	each	ship	carrying	around	53,000	tonnes. 
	 
Illegal	dredging	of	sand	reportedly	contributes	to	river	bank	erosion	and	inhibits	local	residents	ability	to	
produce	quality	aqua-cultural	products,	such	as	but	not	limited	to	Lobster. 
	 
The	purpose	of	this	loss	prevenFon	arFcle	is	to	advise	Shipowners	that,	when	contracted	to	load	sand	
from	within	Vietnamese	territorial	waters,	they	must	ensure	that	they	have	been	provided	by 
charterers	or	shippers,	the	appropriate	export	license	issued	by	the	Vietnamese	AuthoriFes. 
	 
This	could	avoid	unnecessary	delays	to	the	vessel,	should	an	invesFgaFon	be	made	and	shippers	found	
non-compliant.	 To	 date	 we	 have	 had	 no	 such	 issues	 but	 have	 had	 to	 quesFon	 some	 local	 shippers	
authorisaFon	and	sight	their	license. 
	 
The	above	 is	 to	 solely	 serve	as	 a	 guide	 to	possible	 issues	 faced	 in	 loading	 sand	at	Vietnamese	Ports.	
Should	further	advice	be	required,	please	contact	our	office	at… 
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