From: Sunil

Subject: Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry of Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules 2026
Date: 06 October 2026 07:33:29
Attachments:

We refer to your below email regarding the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of

Entry of Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026 which is dated 16t Sep
2026 and have read through the same. The new rules supersede the

previous, Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry of Ships into Ports,
Anchorages and Offshore Facilities) Rules 2012. We are attaching both the
Regulations i.e. 2026 and 2012 for your quick reference

We have through one of our colleagues have done a comparison between the
2012 and 2026 and attach the same by way of word file for your reference.
We have included only those changes that are relevant to IG. The said
notification also provides for enhanced criteria for non IG Insurers to be
approved by DGMA.

We further advise that we had a very detailed discussion with our Agency
Division as they are on the ground on this issue. We understand that the
implementation of the rules is yet to start across the country. We were
informed that the Director General of Maritime Administration (DGMA) / DG
Shipping had expressed concerns regarding the time taken to engage salvors
or oil pollution response companies following incidents such as collisions, oil
pollution, or wreck removal. This concern was particularly highlighted in the
recent case of MV TRUE MARINER / Collision with KMAX EMPEROR, where
it was observed that considerable time could elapse before an appropriate
salvor or oil pollution response company was engaged.

It was in light of these concerns that the following proviso has been included
under section 6 which we quote

Quote

6. Requirements for ships other than Indian ships entering or operating
in coastal waters.- (1) Every ship, other

than an Indian ship, entering into, present in, or sailing out of any Indian
port, or seeking port facilities, or transiting or

operating within the coastal waters, shall—

(a) maintain a valid insurance, as specified under rule 4;

(b) maintain a valid certificate of class;

(c) maintain a valid salvage contract and marine pollution response
contract with a salvor entered
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MINISTRY OF SHIPPING
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 20th April, 2012

Tt Ty T e s ¥ = -y 3 o ¥
GER. 311(E).— I exercise Ol the powers conterred by section 457 of the

A Fap 't » X
#erchant Shipping Act1958, the Central Government hereby makes the
following rules, namely :-

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) These rules shall be called the

Ad?rcharmt Shipping (Regulation of Entry of Ships into Ports. Anchorzzes and
Offshore facilities) Rules, 201 2 \
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(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official
Gazette:

Provided that these rules shall apply. 1o the vessels which are chartered
before the commencement of these rules, after the expiry of a period of
sixty days from the date of their commencement:

Provided further that these rules shall not apply to warships such as
naval ships, auxiliary naval ships and vessels owned or operated by a
State and used for the time being for non-commercial purposes or for
public service purposes.

= Definitions.— (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires:-

(@)  “Act” means the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 (44 of 1958);

(b) "Maritime Claims" means the Claims as defined under article 2 and
article 3 of the Convention on Limjtation of Liability for Maritime
Claims, 1976;

(¢)  "Port Authority" means the Port Conservator or the Port Officer as
defined in the Indian Ports Act, 1908;

(d)  "Port facility” means any area of land or water, or land and water
within a  port including without limitation any buildings,
installations, terminals, floating terminals and transportation
facilities, shipyards, ship repair yards or equipment in or on the
relevant area used either wholly or partly in connection with the
loading or unloading of goods 1o or from ships, the moving of
passengers to or from ships, or for'maimenance, repair and or
anchorage of ships or for the provision of services 1o ships;

(e)  "Protection and indemnity insurance" means insurance with or
wilh?ut deductibles, and comprising of the indemnity insurances
provitled by the members of the Intemational Group of Protection-
and Indemnity Clubs or such other Insurance Company as
authorised from time to time by the Government of India:

(f)  “Operator” means the owner of the ship or any other organisation
Orany person authorized in this behalf for the operation of the ship;

1282.6 M2-2_
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(g)  "Shipping agent” means any person or commercial enterprise
arranging and causing the transportation of cargo or passengers.
providing information, preparing for and carrving out the sale or
purchase or lease contracts for and on behalf of the ship owners,
masters. operators or charterers of the vessels by the agreements
they enter into. carrying out all the services and fulfilling the
liabilities for such persons and parties duly acting for profit;

(2) words and expressions used but not defined in ‘hese rules, anc¢ defined in

the Act, shall have the same meanings respectively, assigned to them in
the Act.

Any vessel of three hundred tons gross or more, other than Indian ship.
entering into or sailing out of ports, terminals, anchorages or seeking port
facilities or Indian offshore facilities in Tndian territoria) water shall be in
possession of the insurance coverage against maritime claims and
established policies and procedures for their supervision.

If such vessel., is

(1) an oil product or chemical tanker more than twenty years old: or
(i) a general cargo ship or bulk carrier or of fshore support vesse! or
passenger vessel or any other type of cargo vessel more than
twenty five vears old; or
(1) a liquefied natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas tanker more
than thirty vears old:

i shall be classed with a classification society which is a r imber
of the International Association of Classification Societies or with o
recognised organisation duly authorised by Indian maritime
administration. y

The operator of the vessels other than Indian vessels shall have z valid
protection and indemnity insurance policy against maritime claims to
enter into the Indian coastal waters,

I'he insurance referred 1o in rule 3 and rule 4 above, shall cover maritime
claims sabiect 1o the Convention on 1 Sv it @i 2 toae  m o oa s
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Claims, 1976. The amount of the insurance for a ship per incident shall
not be less than the maximum amount for the limitation of hability as laid
down in the Protocol of 1996 amending the Convention on Limitation of
Liability for Maritime Claims of 1976.

,
The operator of the vessel which intends to enter into the Indian territonal
waters or Indian port facilities or Indian offshore facilities for any
purpose shall submit either himself or through his shipping agent, forty-
eight hours before entering a port or offshore facilities or before entering
into the Indian territorial waters, whichever is earlier, the copies of the
insurance policy and the Certificate of Class of the vessel to the
concerned Port Authority.

Where the copies of the documents mentionad in the rule 7 are to be filed

through the shipping agent, the operator shall submit a signed declaration
duly authenticating that:-

(i) appointment of the shipping agent is valid from the time
vessel enters Indian coastal waters and shall remain valid till
the vessel leaves Indian coastal waters; and

(1) the certificates submitted are true and correct to the best of
his knowledge and belief

The operator shall ensure that the insurance policy and the Certificate of
Class remains valid during the vessels stay in the port areas or offshore

terminal under the jurisdiction of India or areas in the coastal waters of
India.

Where the existing protection and indemnity policies providing insurance
coverage for vessels against maritime claims have been cancelled,
suspended or become null and void for any reason whatsoever. the
operator shall forthwith obtain a new protection and indemnity insurance
policy for 1;313 vessel and submit a copy of such new or renewed insurance
policy to the nearest Port Authority.

The insurance certificate and protection and indemnity insurance policy
for maritime claims, in original or a certified copy and Certificate of
Class in original, shall be kept on board and available for inspection.
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The Port Authority shall verify the validity of the insurance policy and
the Certificate of Class of the vessel and these documents shall he kept on
board.

The Indian Coastguard and Indian Navy may also check and verify the
protection and indemnity insurance and the name of Classification
Society of the vessel, if considered necessary. If the vessel is not in
possession of a valid protection and indemnity insurance and certificate
of class, the matter shall be reported to the Directorate General of
Shipping immediately, for appropriate action under the Act.

[F. No. SR-12020/2/2011-MG]
M. C.JAUHARI. Ji: Secy.

Printed hy the Manager, Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayaputi, New Deliie11006¢
and Fublished by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054
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§. 749] & Reeeft, gora, R 16, 2026/5T 25, 1948
No. 745] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2026/BHADRA 25, 1948

T, 9T IREg ST ST §arad

srferg=eT
% faeett, 16 Rrawe, 2026

TR, 815(31).— F=0T AR, FTOST I TRag sttarfaaw, 2025 (2025 FT 24) #it &
174 ¥ ITLTT (1) T ITLTT (2) F @ (F), (F) AT (), 91T 188 FT ITTT (1), &TT 210 FT ST
(2) F @ (F), &2 230 F¥ ITLTT (1) AT ITLTT (2) F G (@), 97T 260 FT ITLUTT (1) T ITETT (2)
F @E (), a7 290, &7 319 FF ST (1) 3T ITLUTT (2) F & () 37T (37), A< 127 320 Ft ST
(2) % e T QIRRAT HT TANT FLd g0 T AT 9T TRART (TAAL, AT ST ATTE T raremst
H Orar & saer #7 fataae) =, 2012 #7139 a4t & e sfeswa #2d gu, S 07 stfeswar F 95t
T T § A7 F o foer s g, Referfaa fam g g, sraia-

1.9fem AT i) TRe- (1) 39 [t #7 d@fem A arfosy 9a aRk@geT (@@ a9 | 9t 6 T9er
farfaerae) A, 2026 2

(2) T TSI | I THRTT T ATEE T TGd g1 |
2. AL AT -(1) T Fw {3 ww g g

7106 G1/2026 (1)
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(F) T AT T ; 3T

(@) ST qrdt F e, TE g 97 S 9 F aEg 9qg § T=werd a1 qiagd
ST 8, =T UH O (T 9, @aTTg, A9aer T a1 9 & $iqe B o= =9 § gaor
T AT A1

(2) T F=® FZIIAl, AT Ggre A7 et et T it 99 & i a1 91T arel 79 aiai
T AN el gl S T e AL-ATaHTAF TATSIAT 6 (10 ITIET T T

3. AT - (1) =9 i ®, St a 3 91T § sreray srufera 7 2y, - -

() “FETFd FATHRAT T UH SATHT AT &, ST TS THE LT T ATaq Faai &7
T ol &, ST T 00 M0 ATHAT Tq2 H qaT dqaAt | ey arar aeest
T QT F T 39 FIAT F el FET AR T W §, A7 et ST s
T TG T AATHLIT TohAT ST THAT U A9 0l STATer o forw f&fesm= grm

(@) “erfafEw” & arfirer T afaeT afafEm, 2025 (2025 FT 24) 7T 21

(M) “TUTEA" H HHLT TATHA ARG Ao 2

(=) T AT e BT AT w1 I oeas g AT 39 g aieda G e
TS T ST AT T s wfie €, S gy wwar € f e ar e
o e, ster foreft e =T qoawTe |euT i A, SHwT STl A GHEeT w7
o0 AL AT o STl & ATAT AN &

(z) “atafed daTwRar T TET SREHAT ATHIT 7, ST GLAT ST AT FAai F AaTgT
T T T A1 g, ST =7 i F qefi Feala geahre grer druied SAehar «< §
AL AGLHAT H AR {<E ITaT S & QT Hd 9 T8 &, S ATHaE TR 0
T S HTRAT I AN ATAEST 6l AT | (e F3IT 5, A ST I gq afa a9
#1 sty % forg AfemT g ST 90 sreree 9 FaThor ohaT ST T |

(F) ‘AT | AarT ST AT ATAHAR T IHE AT A0 T [{AAT F AefiT Aqtera
T # forw erufera s fasiia qear af g 2, o =98 auel ara & g99 § 979 &
TATAT & Gl | T1q % FATHT, TATAF AT AL il aqa1 gt & forw e g8 &
TS T ATAT FLA i xS a7 afeafera g

(@) “Frarwat” & Ty AT Fuer, qeeatie g9, 71 BT qeer serar afiasa g, S fmr
foraar 8 fiT AT a1 SeeAeme IT AF Teaed U SSTHdl Fadl w1 qaed Fad g a7
FealT AR T a9 9 F el wifargFa #re o=y AmTRar ar ohT qeaar warar g

(ST) "EETHLTA YT SHF TeAr U S Fora” & Ty, AT-ATaareT Treeqfie e siv
Fuataat afraford g, ST T9T-997 9% GeNfad Sqaagiy 99g F MEawE Jadrse 9w
TERTIAT BT 2
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() “YATF T qa AT AT AT AT ST AT FATH, T TGLGF AT TS AL
afesa 2, e Tra a9 fZa & T F g9re & Sreder o § 6w sadge qeen
Seee wi3ar % i AfRT wdeat sie St F e % oo agua gan g;
(31) "reres ATRar 7 e ff =afe ar wear sfva g, S| T F @l Jr s=es g
IqT IHeT AT T AT | TRl T0 AT T | T, S AT TEATH o Hael | SATqhdl &
= § Fw1F 7 F foru ferew B m g, o s wre ot =t afeafera € o gw famt
& FIT qIT F TETHT AT TATAS® 0l AT F AT FA, TEATAST T8qa el AT ITacar
T T F % fory JTfareha 2
(2) == A=\t | WOk orex U U= A1 qufAriua g, wiq atafe § afvarua g, 396 @t o g, S
sfarffare & 21
4. 9T FHTT .- (1) T4 Ta BE 97 T [ an) 21 8, Afaf@em siw 39 qefiq aam T ey
Tt o srefier srufera 9T ae ST T

(2) T Faer e & st T s

(F) TF FATHAT, ST TEATT T ATE TTSFIMT U SSTET FAdl T 9287 &; T
(@) 7w 9 & el F=hT T T WIISFd &l T SrHTehdr; AT
(1) TS =T ATTATT AT, STaT o Fesir aoenre gy fafates B s

5. AT Tt & e o= Tt gRT @t & THI 9F F g sverd- (1) =7 Rt F Gl e
SUEY q¥ Wiadd TATE STel &1, T 7d & a3 90, Teid ST § o997 F2T 1 Ta31aT
A ATAT, §

(F) =8 T T ATerTF T a1 SIS ST IT TATATAF SR, AT

(@) T FTHTT HT (BT 90, T qT8ah, ATqT a9, Jr0 90 a7 39 99 | qreh

=T oY ft ST % JTeraTe s 9 ; Av
(1) UEE AT F ATAF I ALATHRT TR AT ST T TEeATehd Tlora¥ 9 ST, T
() =7 a9 F srters e et o st e T O
997 3 ZTT ST a0 &7 THTOT 957 7207 T

() T AT FETIET, HALEIT AR HIETILT S il Gae7 21 g0, AT

(F) T HIFAT T8 HIT57|

FTIFII.- 26 IT-TAH F YA o0, "HIeIdT GTH A ¥ FET G A ST HOFAT qae,
FETIErEAT, FALTe0T, STHTEs 3T THI 1T & HeITae % TS & oI et JeaTe g /1=t 9y
FR(TRT T A7 37+ e srfera 2

(2) =8 == % TATSAT % 70, TIq &r A il SR0ET AT o7 STHr 9 § 97 ArHferraa Saadr
¥ AT T FT AT
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6. TNT GYF | TAT FIA AT TATAT FA AT TRAT il & a7 arar & o sderd - (1)
AT qIq o HarT o 97, S et I 9 909 § 9997 #3717 8, S| 8, AT 918 371 1@ &,
T O AT &l To81 F @1 5, T el THE & ST TEAT JT FATAT L 18T 8, a8

(F) = 4 % sefim fafAfe Rt S a9 @
(@) =71 =7 U AfermTer yrore aey

@) wfafaw % el =TT U ARy REEt F i & uE s=rasdr & 9r uE
FarferT=r a=ma 9feET ST FHar TgueT Staiwar §iaer a9 @
(2) 9T 91 F fram G o 99 #7 serersw AT g afienar, SR ot o #® g3 #wer
FTgdT &, SH T w0 HIHT | TG % T4 H HF T FHF TSATAT 5 Tgol Harerd Iad  ITEwET o UH
TETEST STEQd T ST IT-T2H (1) 3 ATATAT T FATHT FLA oF TATSAA & (T AT |
(3) ToelT ot TT =T Y=o AT I WA & & U, U9 ATEERor ST i AfemTear S 3 et
srafera freT off Fafera aeamast i 9f wamn

(%) T gEAtET BT e & ST a7 TH7Tor9s A7 oF=F BT g 7T & acd T § qa9r it
TR IX AT § ol J997 &7 a@ & FF F FF 9 q78 6l qaid & (o0 37 T8 9 6
AT T S il TATIAT AT ST AT 9T gl o o0 AT w=ar &

wiq T STet ST T ST oo AT s A qer arfie e neor F i 8 s gaer
FT AT a¥ fEfemTeaar it a9 sEte A9 718 T FH g, IO TTEH0T 9T Y FTIATT & T,
TATAF  FTT THTOT Tqd F2 o TefiT &1 o=y 7 T & T8 S Ao a7 TH I
TTTErRT0T T S AT,

(@) T % JHTOT 9 6T ferfemrerar sar & F9w 5 % qefiw smtera g e
(T) TETE AT T AL TGO ARt Hierar i fEtesre=ar

(4) 3u-f=m (2) 97 (3) ® Sfeafera aearast it st s swmor 937 37 a7 6t Afemrerar atrafera
T, Hatad g ITTEeRTon g7 S AT sl ed § a7 gerad g AR fet oer fr =
TET SO

(5) 3T-FA7w (3) F arehie T+ F WS * forw, g wrfersreor fAdw

(F) et SfrATRaT it AT JaETse 9% THRTTOd SAThT<y 9<; a7
(@) STATRAT AT IHF TTTEFT FATERTAT FIT ST S 9T Fa LT ahl forfegd e a%; a7
(3T) FATHT F UH (=T qIGA1 T2 ST g2 5127 fAfafde B s |

(6) SteT foreft a1 =T ataT T Sft o 7 77, Refad ar s a0 A8] g9 |, TAAE w Qid S Av
v T |qLeAT &7 U TAT AT A ha THTOT T ITH FHIT 3T TATIA o (o0 Fefedq aaq TTresheor
FT ITHT T T Teqd T, e fawe g ow aae arfaeer 91 A ffrmma § o g6ar g A 1w
HAT & TAHIT HT Gl g & qF (o6 [ATeAT 6T I Tal gl Srav &l
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(7) =1 =i % o1efiT AT T2 FA ATAT TAF S AT g AT HT 1 - -

() AT FaLsr it fatermTaar et #1 AfFTF da9rEe 92 =0 a3g & Jai9q AT Srar g &
T ITTEEROT G §HT O HeATa &l SIqA d &f ST §oh

(@) STet 39-faw (3) # fafAfae Afemar &t =aw &t T 781 grdl ¢, AaFRTF Ja9rze
3t feoaforrt & arer fErfamrerar i fRufa #r voe =7 9 yefea 7t 8; i

(1) sfaerTiE Faerze fAfafae sate & feft i, sreat a1 = # sTefda F7d 2|

(8) = T T STUeATSH T STAATAR Aot Feed ATAT e off T srfarfazs v gmer 307 # 37-9meT (1) F
Fef= arai o T ST s [y F o saeart gem

(9) T Al ® Hag H sfafaaw f g 307 FF 3u-arT (1) F Aefiw weraw gy AfAfEy ey
LS, TET T § FATCId AT A9 T AT (9797 797 F7o gial 9, 9Tg UH 91d qeqard T
T AT A o a7 T o= 1 | TA9r FY, IeAEdd & 6re A g

7. AT gATEd AT "eAT i At § Ired. HHET gATed AT HeAT § Stad, §9i, Arage AT THET TAET
F foro @awr 3oae g i Rufa #, (1) 99«r gated a1 wear it Rafa § sfawr, d@9fxy, qragT a7 awgt
TTar & form
(F) T T, g S wefiadr | T s dwrwat ® A wre off e, gty
sfaferaar, Sad Feaesr =1 @rE F B F g4taa Gee afwfea € st soet &
Q& AT HLaear & artea, o a1 st TarteaT T8t i

(@) FATHRTT, VET FHAT AT FSAT FHT FAAT TTH Z19 T, ATATAHTT TTA AT SATAT F AT 37
fAawar &1 abr F34, TN F T giadrsEE a9 & oy id stara &, e waes 6
P FTAT AT FTET TR FIAT, ATEararat w1 90 [y w41, ofiT 9 & @i, g o7
T AATHAT 31T, TAT ATAFRTAT o6 AT FALS, HIAT AT ARG & (AT 6 daegr § et o
faaTe, srgafa a1 stAfEaar & gra gu ot a9-ad FA7 gt g ;

(1) STET T T HAAT & o6 Tatwar 3urr sroata, stoaret = fEefaa 8, somas o=t wrars
FTA HT AT O ThaT g ST ALTF THET 10, T UHT FEATS il AN S 7T FGET, AqeTgry
TEHAAT 37 AR fafer % S| Tq o TarHT o7 SHTRal J FE ST q |
(2) STET FIE ATATHAT (el TGl TeeAT AT HeAdT & qael H TATHT FIT ST ANEH FT AT & § TaHA
AT & AT AqT T F TATHRAT, TEANT IT SATATARTAT TTA AT & (T aedeh ragm | a7 Far g, af
Serae g # 107 35 F3 & TATT T qAaTS FT AG9Y o & T WHreied § 8 UF AT 18T
FEATS FIAT, AT - -

(F) UF FHTHAT HI AAAT AT 58 FT & ST TeA99d T AT TIEFF UL SSRE FAa F7 g3
g

(@) Fx T FEHE FRT ATAGd AATHAT AT T SHTRAT 6 & H ITAFT UH SS9l *
STtEReor &1 Refad a1 aros oA, v
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@) Ferr g g ARt va dareat i arerar 39T 99 w7 S

(3) STgt et It gaTed T JeAT § Uk Wa AFAferd g S SHed qel g, A7 e w6 # Fer
STHTOTTS STETEET, O, T2 AT T=IAT THT g, AT STgl STHTehd T AT A1 LT TaTaT 6T TgaTd qgl
STT FeheT AT T Aol (AT ST ThaT gl U AATHar a1 Tl qee J=rdr 917 YA g7 Tgat a7
T ST T T TATH FLA & ATS T W o Sqe, T ATT9TF ATATARTAT T AT IUTAT T H7
T fAQer T | |

(4) 3u-fa (3) & srefiwr form o fopefY ot strorarerTeft wfaferaT sumert f smra T F @t g aga
T ST ST ATATAH % Iuaei oY an] [Afe % o, Fed G & o0 UF FAT T gNT, S
T TATHT | ST I AT IEh JIA 67 (a0l T 0 & a9l a1 ST
8. Arag AfSEwal & ATeqw q YATA® GIRT ST - (1) ATAT Id o Fara el 9 &1 T=11ee |, o0
Aragd Afwwar & wreaw ¥, 7w 6 F qfi9  sufera sEarasii & 91, qgelt aqgHEr § iy ywr #
EATART =90 &g HaT, 5 Aifas 97 | a7 sergi=g Ateqw § geqaq 6 s g6ar g, Saw
oo #f qva 9§ s rrorg R ST, i -
(F) et UF AaET ATHRAT I AT AT 8, ST A stvewat i e At £ s
T T T TATAN g , 99 Tq TT T | T99T FLaT g ¥ a9 T T@dl ¢ 9 a6 91d qgi &
TEAT A1 AT 8 AT
(@) o == et & srefim aeqa asft ST o, SEdTest ST S YA F g4y S ST
Forsame % STETe 97 ST 9ar 2l
(2) =71 =t F Fefi w=TerE % AT 9T Tadd TATE ST 9T, Aiagd Arwwar , TAes A A 1,
TReT T % Worer % forw et a9 AT R o a7 ol ST T 9T aed #d gu, 39 HAAl &
el FAATEE Tt stoerslt #7 sTaTer gated Ham)
(3) STt &< ATaed ATHHAT =9 FIAT % Tefi Fhelt SToeat 7 AqaTed A 2d 7 § 6 Tgav &, IT
IU-f (1) F A9 TF =TI TEIT FLAT & ST FAqA AT ITHF TR & I 915 ATAT 8, T I
STtereer srferfaas a7 =9 et & g Gl «ff <2 % Rame |, U5 diaea afvwar & w15 off e ¥
IO TFE FA F T T TAFE FT Tl g ST o o TATHA FT Tg THTIT T BT S0 7 21 J10 FF
TITH FETTHS 39T 361 10 2
9. dATHRAT HT TAFHT - (1) AALT THE TLAT 3T AL FAA] 6 TEET FIT AT AAT =7 =71 F
AT o TorT ATeraT YT g
(2) TF FHTHRAT ST FLAT ¥ AT Fat F FALST THE FT T Agl 8, Uk ATHT  SHTHAT AT TH
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MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 16th September, 2026

G.S.R. 815(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clauses (d), (e) and (f) of sub-
section (2) of section 174, sub-section (1) of section 188, clause (e) of sub-section (2) of section 210, sub-section (1)
and clause (b) of sub-section (2) of section 230, sub-section (1) and clause (d) of sub-section (2) of section 260,
section 290, sub-section (1) and clauses (h) and (l) of sub-section (2) of section 319 and, sub-section (2) of section 320
of the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 (24 of 2025), and in supersession of the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry
of Ships into Ports, Anchorages and Offshore Facilities) Rules, 2012, except as respect and to things done or omitted
to be done before such supersession, the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, namely:—

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) These rules may be called the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry of
Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Application. -(1) These rules shall apply to—
(@) all Indian ships; and

(b) all ships, other than Indian ships, operating in or navigating through the coastal waters of India,
whether or not such ships enter any port, anchorage, offshore facility or any other place within India.

(2) These rules shall not apply to warships, naval auxiliary or other ships owned or operated by the Government of
any foreign State and used for the time being only for non-commercial purposes.

3. Definitions. - (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “accepted insurer” means an insurer, not being a member of the International Group of Protection and
Indemnity Clubs, authorised by the Central Government under these rules upon having satisfied the
eligibility criteria specified in the Second Schedule in the accepted insurer level, and whose authorisation
shall be valid for a period of one year, renewable on fresh application;

(b) “Act” means the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 (24 of 2025);
(¢) “Administration” means the Director-General of Maritime Administration;

(d) “certificate of insurance or other financial security” means a certificate issued by the flag State or any
other entity authorised by it, attesting that insurance or other financial security, such as a guarantee of a
bank or similar institution, is in force in accordance with the provisions of the applicable conventions to
cover maritime claims.

(e) “designated insurer” means an insurer, not being a member of the International Group of Protection and
Indemnity Clubs, authorised by the Central Government under these rules upon having satisfied the
eligibility criteria specified in the Second Schedule in the designated insurer level, which criteria are more
stringent than those applicable to an accepted insurer, and whose authorisation shall be valid for a period of
five years, renewable on fresh application;

(f) “insurance” means compulsory insurance or other financial security required to be maintained under the
Act and the rules made thereunder, and includes Protection and Indemnity insurance providing third-party
cover for the ship owner’s, operator’s or charterer’s liabilities in respect of maritime claims arising from
ship operations;

(g) “insurer” means an insurance company, mutual association, or financial security provider that
underwrites insurance and is either a member club of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity
Clubs or any other insurer or financial security provider authorised by the Central Government under rule 9;

(h) “International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs” means the association of independent, not-for-
profit mutual Protection and Indemnity insurers comprising the Principal Clubs, Affiliated Associations and
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reinsured subsidiaries, published on the official website of the International Group of Protection and
Indemnity Clubs, as amended from time to time;

(i) “operator” means the ship owner or any other organisation or person, such as the manager or the
bareboat charterer, who has assumed the responsibility for the operation of the ship from the ship owner
and has agreed to take over the duties and responsibilities enshrined under the International Safety
Management Code;

(j) “shipping agent” means any person or entity appointed by or on behalf of the ship owner or operator to
act as agent in respect of the ship's entry into, stay at, or departure from any port or place in India, and
includes any person authorised to make declarations, submit documents, or undertake obligations on behalf
of the ship owner or operator under these rules.

(2) The words and expressions used, but not defined in these rules, and defined in the Act, shall have the same
meanings respectively, assigned to them in the Act.

4. Insurance requirements.— (1) Every ship to which these rules apply shall possess insurance to the extent required
under the Act and the applicable rules made thereunder.

(2) The insurance shall be obtained only from—
(@) an insurer, being a member of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs; or
(b) any insurer authorised by the Central Government under rule 9; or
(c) any other Indian insurer, as may be specified by the Central Government.

5. Requirements for certificate of class by ships other than Indian ships.— (1) Without prejudice to any other
provision of these rules, every ship other than an Indian ship, entering or operating within coastal waters, being—

(@) an oil product tanker or chemical tanker of more than ten years old; or

(b) a general cargo ship, bulk carrier, offshore support vessel, passenger ship, or any other type of cargo ship
of more than ten years old; or

(c) a liquefied natural gas tanker or liquefied petroleum gas tanker of more than fifteen years old; or
(d) any other type of ship of more than ten years old,
shall hold a certificate of class issued by—
(a) a classification society, being a member of the International Association of Classification Societies; or
(b) a recognised organisation.

Explanation.— For the purposes of this sub-rule, the expression “recognised organisation” means a classification
society or other body recognised by the Central Government for the purpose of performing statutory surveys, audits,
inspections, approvals and certification functions on behalf of the Central Government.

(2) For the purposes of this rule, the age of a ship shall be calculated from the date of delivery as recorded in the safety
construction certificate.

6. Requirements for ships other than Indian ships entering or operating in coastal waters.- (1) Every ship, other
than an Indian ship, entering into, present in, or sailing out of any Indian port, or seeking port facilities, or transiting or
operating within the coastal waters, shall—

(a) maintain a valid insurance, as specified under rule 4;
(b) maintain a valid certificate of class;

(c) maintain a valid salvage contract and marine pollution response contract with a salvor entered
into under the applicable rules made under the Act.

(2) The operator or shipping agent of every ship other than an Indian ship, seeking entry into any port, shall submit to
the concerned port authority, at least forty-eight hours prior to the ship's entry into the port limits of that port, such
documents as may be necessary for the purpose of ensuring compliance with sub-rule (1).

(3) Before granting entry or port clearance to any ship, the port authority shall verify the validity of the insurance and
any associated documents required thereunder including—
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(a) ensuring that the certificate of insurance or other financial security is valid on the date of the ship's entry
into coastal waters and remains valid for a minimum period of three months from the date of entry, or for the
anticipated duration of the ship's stay within coastal waters, whichever is longer:

Provided that where the certificate of insurance or other financial security is subject to annual
renewal and the remaining period of validity on the date of entry is less than three months, the port authority
may permit entry subject to the operator furnishing a written undertaking to renew the certificate before its
expiry and submission of proof of renewal to the port authority;

(b) the validity of the certificate of class as may be required under rule 5; and
(c) the validity of the salvage contract and the marine pollution response contract.

(4) Copies of documents referred to in sub-rules (2) and (3), including certificates and validity of insurance, shall be
maintained by the concerned port authorities in physical or electronic format or in any other manner as specified by
the Administration.

(5) For the purpose of verification under sub-rule (3), the port authority shall rely—
(a) on the information published on the official website of the respective insurer; or

(b) upon a written confirmation of insurance coverage issued by the insurer or its authorised correspondent;
or

(c) upon such other means of verification as may be specified by the Administration.

(6) Where the insurance of a ship has been cancelled, suspended, or has otherwise ceased to be in force for any reason
whatsoever, the operator shall immediately obtain a new or renewed certificate of insurance or other financial security
and submit a copy thereof to the nearest port authority for verification, failing which the port authority may detain the
ship or refuse port clearance until valid insurance is obtained.

(7) Every insurer providing insurance under these rules shall ensure that—

(a) the validity status of the insurance coverage is clearly displayed on its official website in a manner that
permits timely verification by the port authority;

(b) where the minimum period of validity specified in sub-rule (3) is not met, the official website expressly
displays the validity status together with appropriate remarks; and

(c) the official website indicates any limitation, qualification or deviation from the specified period of cover.

(8) Any ship not complying with the requirements of this rule shall be liable to the controlled measures and detention
of vessels under sub-section (1) of section 307 of the Act.

(9) The age norms, as may be specified by the Administration under sub-section (1) of section 307 of the Act in
respect of Indian ships, shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to foreign-flagged ships operating or navigating in coastal
waters, irrespective of whether such ships subsequently enter any port or any other place within India.

7. Obligations in event of marine casualty or incident.— (1) In the event of a marine casualty or incident posing a
threat to life, property, navigation or the marine environment,—

(a) any dispute, disagreement, or uncertainty between the ship owner, the hull and machinery insurance
provider, and the insurer, including disputes relating to coverage or apportionment of costs, shall not impede,
delay, or otherwise affect the commencement or continuation of response measures;

(b) the insurer shall, upon receipt of notice of such casualty or incident, promptly respond, cooperate, and
facilitate the activation and continuity of emergency response measures, including by confirming coverage or
acknowledging the claim, nominating correspondents, and coordinating with the ship owner, the hull and
machinery insurance provider, and the competent authorities, notwithstanding any dispute, disagreement, or
uncertainty regarding coverage, quantum, or apportionment of costs;

(c) where the Administration considers that the response measures are inadequate, ineffective, or delayed, the
Administration may cause such action to be taken as may be deemed necessary, and the cost of such action
shall be recoverable from the ship owner or insurer in accordance with the insurance arrangements,
international conventions and applicable laws.

(2) Where any insurer fails to respond to a notice issued by the Administration in connection with a marine casualty or
incident within such time as may be specified or unreasonably delays response, cooperation, or facilitation required
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for emergency response, the Administration may by order, after recording reasons in writing and after giving an
opportunity of being heard, take one or more of the following actions, namely:—

(a) cease to recognise such insurer which is a member of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity
Clubs; or

(b) suspend or withdraw the authorisation of such insurer authorised by the Central Government as a
designated insurer or an accepted insurer; or

(c) cease to recognise such insurer specified by the Central Government.

(3) Where a marine casualty or incident involves a ship that is uninsured, or in respect of which the insurance
certificate is fraudulent, lapsed, cancelled, or otherwise invalid, or where the insurer or financial security provider
cannot be identified or contacted within twenty-four hours from the time the Administration first attempts to establish
contact with such insurer or financial security provider, the Administration may direct such emergency response
measures as are necessary be undertaken.

(4) The cost of any emergency response measures undertaken under sub-rule (3) shall be borne by the ship owner and
shall constitute a statutory debt due to the Central Government, recoverable from the ship owner, and from the
proceeds of the sale of the ship or its cargo, in accordance with the provisions of the Act and the applicable laws.

8. Declaration by operator through shipping agent. — (1) The operator of every ship, other than an Indian ship,
shall, through its shipping agent, submit to the port authority, together with the documents required under rule 6, a
signed declaration in the form specified in the First Schedule, which may be submitted in physical form or by
electronic means, duly authenticating the following, namely:—

(a) where a shipping agent has been appointed, that the appointment of the shipping agent is valid and
effective from the time the ship enters the coastal waters and remain so until the ship departs therefrom; and

(b) that all certificates, documents, and information submitted under these rules are true and correct to the
best of the operator's knowledge and belief.

(2) Without prejudice to the obligations of the operator under these rules, the shipping agent, on behalf of the operator,
making an application for the entry of a ship into any port or any other place within India, shall ensure compliance
with all requirements specified under these rules.

(3) Where a shipping agent fails to ensure compliance with any requirement under these rules, or submits a declaration
under sub-rule (1) that is found to contain any false or misleading information, the port authority may, in addition to
any penalty under the Act or these rules, refuse to accept any further declarations from such shipping agent until the
Administration is satisfied that adequate corrective measures have been taken.

9. Authorisation of an insurer. — (1) An insurance issued by an insurer being a member of the International Group
of Protection and Indemnity Clubs shall be recognised for the purposes of these rules.

(2) An insurer not being a member of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs, seeking
authorisation or renewal of authorisation as a designated insurer or an accepted insurer, shall apply to the
Administration in the form specified in the Second Schedule, along with all documents specified therein.

(3) The Central Government shall, on the basis of the evaluation carried out by the committee under rule 10, grant
authorisation to an applicant referred to in sub-rule (2), only upon being satisfied that the applicant fulfils the
eligibility criteria specified in the Second Schedule, subject to such conditions, limitations, or periodic reviews as the
Central Government may deem necessary.

(4) The Administration shall maintain and publish on the official website a list of all insurers authorised under these
rules, together with the category of authorisation, the period of validity of such authorisation, and any conditions
attached thereto.

10. Constitution and functions of committee. — (1) There shall be a committee to evaluate applications made under
rule 9, consisting of the following members, namely:—

(a) Director-General — Chairperson;
(b) Nautical Advisor — Member;

(c) Chief Surveyor — Member;

(d) Chief Ship Surveyor — Member;

(e) Nautical Surveyor — Member Secretary;
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(f) Representative from the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways — Member;

(9) Representative from Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India — Member;
(h) Representative from General Insurance Corporation of India — Member;

(i) Representative from Mumbai Port Authority — Member;

(j) Representative from Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority — Member;

(k) Any other member co-opted by the Chairperson — Member.

(2) The committee shall assess applications for authorisation under rule 9 based on the criteria specified in the Second
Schedule.

(3) The meetings of the committee shall be convened at least once in a calendar year by the Chairperson or a nominee
of the Chairperson, and the quorum shall consist of at least half of the members, including the Chairperson or his
nominee:

Provided that the committee may, where necessary, convene such additional meetings for the effective
discharge of its functions under these rules.

(4) The Administration shall, at such intervals as may be considered appropriate, review and update the list of
insurers, not being members of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs, authorised under these
rules, and may remove from the list any insurer whose authorisation has been suspended or withdrawn.

(5) The committee shall forward its recommendations to the Central Government, which shall have the final authority
to approve or reject such recommendations.

(6) The fee payable in respect of an application for approval or renewal of insurers made under the Second Schedule
shall be ten lakh rupees.

(7) Subject to the provisions of these rules, the committee may regulate its own procedure, including the manner of
seeking additional information from applicants, the procedure for making representations, and the recording of
minutes of its meetings.

11. Power to exempt ships from these rules. — (1) The Administration may, with the prior approval of the Central
Government and in conformity with the provisions of section 300 of the Act, exempt any ship or category of ships
from any specific requirement under these rules, in whole or in part, for a specified time, subject to such conditions as
may be deemed appropriate:

Provided that such exemption shall be granted only if the Administration is satisfied that granting the
exemption shall not contravene India’s obligations under any of international conventions and that the ship in question
provides an equivalent level of safety and environmental protection by other means.

(2) Any such exemption granted under this rule shall be documented and may be revoked at any time if the conditions
attached are not fulfilled or if the reasons for granting it ceases to apply.

12. Power to deny entry, detain or move ship. —~Where the Central Government has reasonable grounds to suspect
that a ship—

(a) which proposes to enter a port, anchorage, offshore facility or any other place within India, does not comply
with the requirements of these rules, it may direct the proper officer to deny such entry under section 137 of the
Act;

(b) does not comply with the requirements under these rules or poses a threat of harm to the coast or coastal
waters or has caused such harm, it may direct any proper officer to detain the ship under section 290 of the Act
or have the ship moved to such place and for such period as it may deem fit.

13. Penalty. — (1) Any contravention of these rules or failure to comply with any requirement thereof shall be liable to
penalties as specified in the Act.

(2) Whoever breaches any rule herein, for which no specific penalty is provided under sub-section (2) of section 281
of the Act, shall be liable to a penalty which may extend to fifty thousand rupees, and if the breach is a continuing one,
with a further penalty which may extend to five thousand rupees for every day after the first day during which the
breach continues.
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1

FIRST SCHEDULE
(See rule 8)

DECLARATION BY SHIP OWNER OR OPERATOR THROUGH SHIPPING AGENT

Ship Particulars

1.1. Name of Ship:
1.2. IMO Number / Official Number / Call Sign:
1.3. Flag of Registry:
1.4. Port of Registry:

Operator / Owner Details

2.1. Name:

2.2. Registered Address:
2.3. Contact Details (Tel/ Mob / Fax / E-mail):

Shipping Agent Details

3.1. Name of Shipping Agent:
3.2. Address of Shipping Agent:
3.3. Contact Details (Tel/ Mob / Fax / E-mail):

Declaration

I, the undersigned, hereby declare as follows:

The appointment of the shipping agent named above is valid and effective from the time of the ship's

entry into Indian coastal waters until departure therefrom.

The ship holds valid insurance or other financial security complying with the Merchant Shipping
(Regulation of Entry of Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026.

The ship holds a valid certificate of class as required under rule 5 of the said rules.

The ship has in force a valid salvage contract and a valid marine pollution response contract with a

salvor authorised under the applicable rules made under the Act.

All certificates, documents and information submitted in connection with this declaration are true and

correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and | am aware that any false declaration renders the

declarant liable to penalties under the Act.

I am duly authorised to make this declaration on behalf of the ship owner or operator named above.
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5. Signature of Declarant

5.1. Name:

5.2. Designation:

5.3. Company / Organisation :
5.4. Place:
5.5. Date:

5.6. Signature:

5.7. Company Stamp / Seal (if any):

6.  For Official Use

6.1. Date of Receipt:

6.2. Documents Verified: Insurance [J Class certificate 0 Salvage contract O Marine Pollution

Response Contract 0 Others O

6.3. Entry/Port Clearance Granted (Yes / No):

6.4. Remarks (if any):

6.5. Signature and Stamp of the issuing Authority:
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SECOND SCHEDULE
[See rules 3(a), (e), 9(2),(3) 10(2) and (6)]

MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF MARITIME ADMINISTRATION, MUMBAI

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OR RENEWAL OF INSURERS UNDER RULE 9 OF THE
MERCHANT SHIPPING (REGULATION OF ENTRY OF SHIPS INTO COASTAL WATERS) RULES, 2026

PART A

GENERAL PARTICULARS

1. Name of Applicant s
(Insurance Company)

2. Country and Place of Incorporation e

3. Date of Incorporation s

(Certificate of Incorporation to be enclosed)

4. Category of Authorisation Requested . 0O Designated Insurer

1 Accepted Insurer

5. Application Fee [Ten lakh rupees]

6. Receipt Number / Transaction Details
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PART B

REGULATORY, FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ELIGIBILITY

Sr. | Evaluation Criteria Designated Insurer Accepted Insurer Compliance Remarks
No. Status (Substantiating
Documents to be
submitted)
D 2 (©) ©) ©) (6)

1 Registration with insurance Mandatory Mandatory Regulator of country of
regulatory authority incorporation. Proof

required.

2 Authorisation to Mandatory Mandatory Licence scope to include
underwrite protection and maritime third-party
indemnity risks liabilities

3 Membership of recognised Preferable Preferable
marine insurance
association

4 Experience in underwriting Mandatory Mandatory
marine liabilities Minimum ten years Minimum five years

general insurance general insurance
including five years | including three years
marine marine

5 Type of insurer Mandatory Mandatory

Government owned or | Government owned
holding company or holding company

6 Paid-up capital Mandatory Mandatory

Minimum USD 100 Minimum USD 50
million million

7 Free reserves Mandatory Mandatory

Minimum USD 300 Minimum USD 150
million million
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8 Audited financial Mandatory Mandatory
statements Last three completed | Last three completed
financial years financial years
9 Credit rating of applicant Mandatory Mandatory
Minimum BBB+ Minimum BBB+
(S&P) or equivalent | (S&P) or equivalent
10 Credit rating of reinsurer Mandatory Mandatory
Minimum BBB+ Minimum BBB+
(S&P) or equivalent | (S&P) or equivalent
11 Disclosure of reinsurance Mandatory Mandatory Retention, layers, lead
programme reinsurer, governing law
PART C
OPERATIONAL AND CLAIMS HANDLING CAPABILITY
Sr. | Evaluation Criteria Designated Insurer | Accepted Insurer Compliance Remarks
No. Status
(€ @) ®) 4 ©) (6)
12 Policy wording covering Mandatory Mandatory
maritime claims under Parts
IX and XII of the Act
13 Explicit coverage for wreck Mandatory Mandatory
removal, pollution, salvage
and emergency response
14 Acknowledgement of Mandatory Mandatory
India’s right to prescribe
unlimited liability for wreck
removal






[\ H—ave 3(i)]

AL =T TSI STHTET

27

15 Ability to issue certificate of Mandatory Mandatory
insurance or other financial
security enabling direct
action
16 Availability of financial Mandatory Mandatory
security instruments Letter of Undertaking Bank Guarantee
or Letter of acceptable to
Indemnity or Bank Indian ports.
Guarantee acceptable
to Indian ports.
17 24 x 7 availability of local Mandatory Mandatory
correspondents or lawyers in
India
18 Dedicated India nodal Mandatory Mandatory Can be nominated from the
officer or India desk correspondent
19 Claims handling and Mandatory Mandatory Average settlement
settlement capability timelines and escalation
mechanism
20 Disclosure of outstanding Mandatory Mandatory Statements for preceding

claims or litigation in India

three financial years

Note: For the purpose of claims disclosure, no claim shall be treated as outstanding where legal liability of the insured ship
owner has not been finally determined or where enforcement of a judgment or arbitral award is not pending.
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PART D
RESPONSE READINESS AND STATUTORY ALIGNMENT
Sr. Evaluation Criteria Designated Accepted Compliance Remarks
No. Insurer Insurer Status
@ @ ©) 4) ®) (6)
21 | Contract with approved Mandatory Mandatory
marine pollution
response  operator in
India
22 | Salvage, marine Mandatory Mandatory
firefighting, HNS and oil
spill response contracts
23 | Undertaking for real-time Mandatory Mandatory
data sharing with Port
Authorities and DG
24 | Affidavit of compliance Mandatory Mandatory Merchant Shipping Act,
with Indian laws 2025 and rules made
thereunder
25 | (a) Declaration of past Mandatory Mandatory Consolidated | Nil declaration, if
regulatory sanctions or affidavit applicable
enforcement actions shall be
notarised
(b)  Undertaking  for Mandatory Mandatory before a
annual compliance Notary
confirmation Public  and
executed by a
(c) Acceptance of right Mandatory Mandatory person duly
of inspection and audit authorised by
by Administration the applicant
(d) Obligation to report Mandatory Mandatory Financial, rating,
material changes ownership, regulatory
status
(e) Acknowledgement of Mandatory Mandatory
grounds for suspension
or withdrawal under
these Rules

[F. No. SY-19014/199/2025-MG-Part(10)]
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Following are some of the changes between the 2012 and 2026 notifications.



1. Overall change in scope 

2012

The 2012 Rules were principally concerned with non-Indian vessels of 300 GT or more entering/sailing from Indian ports, terminals, anchorages, seeking port facilities or Indian offshore facilities in Indian territorial waters.

2026

The scope is substantially wider:

· Applies to all Indian ships. 

· Applies to all non-Indian ships operating in or navigating through Indian coastal waters. 

· This applies whether or not the ship subsequently enters a port, anchorage, offshore facility or other place in India. 

· Thus, merely transiting/operating in Indian coastal waters brings a foreign ship within the Rules. 



2. Insurance requirement 

2012

The foreign vessel had to have:

· insurance against maritime claims; 

· specifically, a valid P&I insurance policy; 

· insurance covering maritime claims subject to the 1976 LLMC Convention; 

· minimum insurance amount linked to the maximum limitation amount under the 1996 Protocol. 

The 2012 Rules essentially focused on the existence and adequacy of P&I cover.

2026

The 2026 Rules provide a much more elaborate insurance framework.

Insurance may be from:

1. an International Group P&I Club; 

2. an insurer authorised by the Central Government under the new Rules; or 

3. another Indian insurer as may be specified. 

The definition of "insurance" expressly includes P&I insurance covering third-party liabilities of the shipowner, operator or charterer arising from ship operations. 



3. IG P&I Clubs receive an express recognition

Under Rule 9 

· insurance issued by an International Group P&I Club is recognised; 

· a non-IG insurer must obtain Central Government authorisation as either a Designated Insurer or Accepted Insurer. 

The 2026 Rules consequently distinguish between:

· IG P&I Clubs, which are recognised; and 

· non-IG insurers, which have to pass the prescribed regulatory criteria. 

This was not developed in this manner under the 2012 Rules.



4. Class requirement — age thresholds have changed.

2012 thresholds

The 2012 Rules required class for foreign vessels above:

· 20 years — oil/chemical tankers; 

· 25 years — general cargo ships, bulk carriers, offshore support vessels, passenger vessels and other cargo vessels; 

· 30 years — LNG/LPG tankers. 

2026 thresholds

The 2026 Rules reduce these considerably:

· >10 years — oil product tanker / chemical tanker; 

· >10 years — general cargo ship, bulk carrier, offshore support vessel, passenger ship and other cargo ships; 

· >15 years — LNG/LPG tanker; 

· >10 years — other types of ships. 

The age is calculated from the date of delivery recorded in the Safety Construction Certificate. 



5. The new class requirement potentially follows the vessel even when it doesn't enter port

Because Rule 5 is linked to ships "entering or operating within coastal waters", and Rule 6 applies to foreign ships transiting/operating in coastal waters, the class requirement is no longer simply an Indian port-entry issue.



6. Salvage contract and Marine Pollution Response Contract at must

Under Rule 6, a foreign ship must maintain:

1. valid insurance; 

2. valid certificate of class; and 

3. a valid salvage contract and marine pollution response contract with an authorised salvor. 

The First Schedule declaration also specifically requires the operator/agent to declare that these contracts are in force. 

There was no equivalent three-part requirement in the 2012 Rules.



7. 48-hour submission requirement 

2012

The operator/agent had to submit copies of insurance policy and Certificate of Class 

48 hours before entering the port/offshore facility/territorial waters, with the wording also referring to whichever event occurred earlier.

2026

The operator/agent of a foreign ship seeking port entry must submit the documents at least 48 hours before entry into the port limits. 

But the 2026 requirement is broader because the documentation now covers compliance with insurance, class, salvage contract, marine pollution response contract. 



8. 2026 introduces a 3-month insurance validity rule

This is a significant change. The port authority must verify that the insurance certificate is valid on the date of entry and remains valid for at least 3 months from entry, or the anticipated duration of the ship's stay in Indian coastal waters, whichever is longer. 

There is an important proviso i.e. if the insurance is subject to annual renewal and less than three months remain, the port authority may permit entry if the operator gives a written undertaking to renew before expiry and subsequently provides proof of renewal.



9. Port authorities have express electronic verification mechanisms

Under 2026:

Port authorities may maintain documents physically, electronically or in another manner specified by Administration. 

For insurance verification, they can rely on insurer's official website, written confirmation from insurer or authorised correspondent or another method specified by Administration. 

This is much more in line with the present online systems than the 2012 system, which contemplated physical / original / certified documents being available onboard.



10. New obligation placed directly on insurers to maintain website information

This is another substantial new requirement. Insurers must display on their official website validity status, relevant remarks where the three-month validity requirement isn't met, limitations, qualifications or deviations from the specified period of cover. 



11. Cancellation/suspension of insurance 

Both regimes deal with cancellation/suspension of P&I cover.

But 2026 expressly provides that if insurance has been cancelled, been suspended or otherwise ceased to be in force, the operator must immediately obtain new/renewed insurance and submit it to the nearest port authority. If this is not done the port authority may detain the ship or refuse port clearance.



12. New marine casualty provisions

The 2026 Rules specifically address what happens following a marine casualty / incident. They say that disputes between shipowner, H&M insurer and P&I insurer, including disputes over coverage, apportionment of costs, quantum must not impede or delay emergency response measures. 

The insurer is expected to promptly respond, cooperate, facilitate emergency response, coordinate with shipowner, H&M insurer and authorities. This is a new statutory overlay on casualty response.



13. Government can act if Insurer does not respond

If an insurer fails to respond or unreasonably delays cooperation, the Administration can, after following the specified procedure

· cease recognising an IG Club; 

· suspend/withdraw authorisation of an Accepted/Designated Insurer; or 

· cease recognition of another specified insurer. 



14. Uninsured vessel / uncontactable insurer — new emergency powers

If a casualty involves a vessel where, there is no insurance, the certificate is fraudulent, insurance has lapsed/cancelled, insurance is otherwise invalid or insurer/financial security provider cannot be identified/contacted within 24 hours, the Administration can arrange emergency response measures. The costs become a statutory debt due to the Central Government, recoverable from the shipowner and potentially from the proceeds of sale of the ship/cargo. 



15. Shipping agent's responsibility is considerably increased

Under 2012, the agent could submit documents on behalf of the operator with a declaration.

Under 2026, the agent's responsibility is much more explicit. The agent making the application must ensure compliance with the Rules. If the agent fails to ensure compliance or submits a false/misleading declaration, the port authority may refuse to accept further declarations from that agent until corrective measures are taken. 



16. New formal declaration

The 2026 First Schedule creates a prescribed declaration by the owner/operator through the shipping agent. It covers:

· appointment of agent; 

· valid insurance; 

· valid class certificate; 

· salvage contract; 

· marine pollution response contract; 

· truthfulness of submitted information; 

· authority of the person making the declaration. 

The compliance process becomes much more formalised.



17. Port authority's powers become stronger

The 2026 Rules expressly allow the Central Government to direct the proper officer to deny entry, detain the ship or move the ship where the prescribed requirements aren't met or where the vessel poses a threat/harm to the coast/coastal waters. 

The 2012 Rules mainly contemplated reporting non-compliance to DG Shipping for appropriate action.



18. Penalty regime is expressly provided

The 2026 Rules state that contravention is subject to penalties under the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025.

Where no specific penalty exists, the penalty may extend to INR 50,000, plus INR 5,000 per day for a continuing breach. 



19. New exemption power given to DGMA

The 2026 Rules allow the Administration, with prior Central Government approval, to exempt a ship/category of ships from a specific requirement for a specified period, subject to conditions.

The exemption cannot conflict with India's international convention obligations and requires equivalent safety/environmental protection. 

This was not structured in the same manner in the 2012 Rules.



20. Change in definition of "operator"

The 2026 definition is more detailed.

"Operator" includes the shipowner or another organisation/person such as manager or bareboat charterer, who has assumed responsibility for operation under the ISM Code. 

This potentially makes the compliance obligations more directly relevant to the ISM-responsible entity, rather than simply the registered owner.




into under the applicable rules made under the Act.
Unquote

We through our Agency Division, spoke with Capt Azad, the Nautical
Advisor. During the phone conversation the Nautical Advisor informed our
Agency Division that the DGMA is preparing a list of approved Salvors /
OSRO (0il Spill Response Organisation) and this is expected to come out in
six months. The Ports will therefore not enforce the need for providing
salvage and marine response contract atleast for the next 6 months.

Informatively, we are also involved with assisting non-IG Insurers to get
approval from DGMA. During one of such approvals during the beginning of
this year the DGMA was required that the Non-IG Insurers enter into a
contract for Salvage / Oil pollution response company without which the
approvals were not being granted. Looks like DGMA / Ministry of Shipping is
pushing a similar thing for all P&I Insurers where they will need to have a
contract in place with Salvage / Oil pollution response company (based on
the list that will be provided by them in due course) so that when an
emergency occurs the said Salvage company comes into the picture
immediately.

In conclusion,

® The new rules covers compliances for all vessels (Indian / Foreign flag)
coming into Indian waters / Ports.

® The new rule pertaining to contract for Salvage / Oil Pollution response
will be given 6 months for implementation (as per telephonic discussion
with the Nautical Advisor.

We trust the above is of assistance to you so that you could advise your
Members.

Kind regards

Sunil D’souza

James Mackintosh & Co. Pvt. Ltd.
Commissariat Building

231 Dr. Dadabhoy Naoroji Road,

Mumbai 400001

Tel:+91 22 66383421 Mob +91 9820451713
Website: www.jamesmackintosh.com


tel:+912266383421
tel:+919820451713
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/AVImCGRr0C1vEmNc7hmGsBxzaW?domain=jamesmackintosh.com/



