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We refer to your below email regarding the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of
Entry of Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026 which is dated 16th Sep 
2026 and have read through the same. The new rules supersede the 
previous, Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry of Ships into Ports, 
Anchorages and Offshore Facilities) Rules 2012. We are attaching both the 
Regulations i.e. 2026 and 2012 for your quick reference

We have through one of our colleagues have done a comparison between the 
2012 and 2026 and attach the same by way of word file for your reference. 
We have included only those changes that are relevant to IG. The said 
notification also provides for enhanced criteria for non IG Insurers to be 
approved by DGMA.

We further advise that we had a very detailed discussion with our Agency 
Division as they are on the ground on this issue. We understand that the 
implementation of the rules is yet to start across the country. We were 
informed that the Director General of Maritime Administration (DGMA) / DG 
Shipping had expressed concerns regarding the time taken to engage salvors 
or oil pollution response companies following incidents such as collisions, oil 
pollution, or wreck removal. This concern was particularly highlighted in the 
recent case of MV TRUE MARINER / Collision with KMAX EMPEROR, where 
it was observed that considerable time could elapse before an appropriate 
salvor or oil pollution response company was engaged.

It was in light of these concerns that the following proviso has been included 
under section 6 which we quote

Quote

6. Requirements for ships other than Indian ships entering or operating 
in coastal waters.- (1) Every ship, other
than an Indian ship, entering into, present in, or sailing out of any Indian 
port, or seeking port facilities, or transiting or
operating within the coastal waters, shall––
(a) maintain a valid insurance, as specified under rule 4;
(b) maintain a valid certificate of class;
(c) maintain a valid salvage contract and marine pollution response
contract with a salvor entered
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MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS 


NOTIFICATION 


New Delhi, the 16th September, 2026 


G.S.R. 815(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clauses (d), (e) and (f) of sub-
section (2) of section 174, sub-section (1) of section 188, clause (e) of sub-section (2) of section 210, sub-section (1) 
and clause (b) of sub-section (2) of section 230, sub-section (1) and clause (d) of sub-section (2) of section 260, 
section 290, sub-section (1) and clauses (h) and (l) of sub-section (2) of section 319 and, sub-section (2) of section 320 
of the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 (24 of 2025), and in supersession of the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry 
of Ships into Ports, Anchorages and Offshore Facilities) Rules, 2012, except as respect and to things done or omitted 
to be done before such supersession, the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, namely:– 


 


1. Short title and commencement.–– (1) These rules may be called the Merchant Shipping (Regulation of Entry of 
Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026.    


(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 


2. Application. -(1) These rules shall apply to–– 


(a) all Indian ships; and 


 


(b) all ships, other than Indian ships, operating in or navigating through the coastal waters of India, 
whether or not such ships enter any port, anchorage, offshore facility or any other place within India. 


 


(2) These rules shall not apply to warships, naval auxiliary or other ships owned or operated by the Government of 
any foreign State and used for the time being only for non-commercial purposes.  


 


3. Definitions. - (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,–– 


(a) “accepted insurer” means an insurer, not being a member of the International Group of Protection and 
Indemnity Clubs, authorised by the Central Government under these rules upon having satisfied the 
eligibility criteria specified in the Second Schedule in the accepted insurer level, and whose authorisation 
shall be valid for a period of one year, renewable on fresh application; 


(b) “Act” means the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 (24 of 2025); 


(c) “Administration” means the Director-General of Maritime Administration; 


(d) “certificate of insurance or other financial security” means a certificate issued by the flag State or any 
other entity authorised by it, attesting that insurance or other financial security, such as a guarantee of a 
bank or similar institution, is in force in accordance with the provisions of the applicable conventions to 
cover maritime claims. 


(e) “designated insurer” means an insurer, not being a member of the International Group of Protection and 
Indemnity Clubs, authorised by the Central Government under these rules upon having satisfied the 
eligibility criteria specified in the Second Schedule in the designated insurer level, which criteria are more 
stringent than those applicable to an accepted insurer, and whose authorisation shall be valid for a period of 
five years, renewable on fresh application;  


(f) “insurance” means compulsory insurance or other financial security required to be maintained under the 
Act and the rules made thereunder, and includes Protection and Indemnity insurance providing third-party 
cover for the ship owner’s, operator’s or charterer’s liabilities in respect of maritime claims arising from 
ship operations; 


(g) “insurer” means an insurance company, mutual association, or financial security provider that 
underwrites insurance and is either a member club of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity 
Clubs or any other insurer or financial security provider authorised by the Central Government under rule 9; 


(h) “International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs” means the association of independent, not-for-
profit mutual Protection and Indemnity insurers comprising the Principal Clubs, Affiliated Associations and 
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reinsured subsidiaries, published on the official website of the International Group of Protection and 
Indemnity Clubs, as amended from time to time; 


(i) “operator” means the ship owner or any other organisation or person, such as the manager or the 
bareboat charterer, who has assumed the responsibility for the operation of the ship from the ship owner 
and has agreed to take over the duties and responsibilities enshrined under the International Safety 
Management Code; 


(j) “shipping agent” means any person or entity appointed by or on behalf of the ship owner or operator to 
act as agent in respect of the ship's entry into, stay at, or departure from any port or place in India, and 
includes any person authorised to make declarations, submit documents, or undertake obligations on behalf 
of the ship owner or operator under these rules. 


(2) The words and expressions used, but not defined in these rules, and defined in the Act, shall have the same 
meanings respectively, assigned to them in the Act. 


4. Insurance requirements.–– (1) Every ship to which these rules apply shall possess insurance to the extent required 
under the Act and the applicable rules made thereunder. 


(2) The insurance shall be obtained only from–– 


(a) an insurer, being a member of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs; or 


(b)  any insurer authorised by the Central Government under rule 9; or  


(c) any other Indian insurer, as may be specified by the Central Government. 


5. Requirements for certificate of class by ships other than Indian ships.–– (1) Without prejudice to any other 
provision of these rules, every ship other than an Indian ship, entering or operating within coastal waters, being–– 


(a) an oil product tanker or chemical tanker of more than ten years old; or 


(b) a general cargo ship, bulk carrier, offshore support vessel, passenger ship, or any other type of cargo ship 
of more than ten years old; or 


(c) a liquefied natural gas tanker or liquefied petroleum gas tanker of more than fifteen years old; or 


(d) any other type of ship of more than ten years old, 


shall hold a certificate of class issued by–– 


(a) a classification society, being a member of the International Association of Classification Societies; or 


(b) a recognised organisation.  


Explanation.–– For the purposes of this sub-rule, the expression “recognised organisation” means a classification 
society or other body recognised by the Central Government for the purpose of performing statutory surveys, audits, 
inspections, approvals and certification functions on behalf of the Central Government. 


(2) For the purposes of this rule, the age of a ship shall be calculated from the date of delivery as recorded in the safety 
construction certificate. 


6. Requirements for ships other than Indian ships entering or operating in coastal waters.- (1) Every ship, other 
than an Indian ship, entering into, present in, or sailing out of any Indian port, or seeking port facilities, or transiting or 
operating within the coastal waters, shall–– 


(a) maintain a valid insurance, as specified under rule 4;  


(b) maintain a valid certificate of class; 


(c) maintain a valid salvage contract and marine pollution response contract with a salvor entered 
into under the applicable rules made under the Act.  


(2) The operator or shipping agent of every ship other than an Indian ship, seeking entry into any port, shall submit to 
the concerned port authority, at least forty-eight hours prior to the ship's entry into the port limits of that port, such 
documents as may be necessary for the purpose of ensuring compliance with sub-rule (1).  


(3) Before granting entry or port clearance to any ship, the port authority shall verify the validity of the insurance and 
any associated documents required thereunder including–– 
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(a) ensuring that the certificate of insurance or other financial security is valid on the date of the ship's entry 
into coastal waters and remains valid for a minimum period of three months from the date of entry, or for the 
anticipated duration of the ship's stay within coastal waters, whichever is longer: 


Provided that where the certificate of insurance or other financial security is subject to annual 
renewal and the remaining period of validity on the date of entry is less than three months, the port authority 
may permit entry subject to the operator furnishing a written undertaking to renew the certificate before its 
expiry and submission of proof of renewal to the port authority; 


(b) the validity of the certificate of class as may be required under rule 5; and 


(c) the validity of the salvage contract and the marine pollution response contract. 


(4) Copies of documents referred to in sub-rules (2) and (3), including certificates and validity of insurance, shall be 
maintained by the concerned port authorities in physical or electronic format or in any other manner as specified by 
the Administration. 


(5) For the purpose of verification under sub-rule (3), the port authority shall rely–– 


(a) on the information published on the official website of the respective insurer; or 


(b) upon a written confirmation of insurance coverage issued by the insurer or its authorised correspondent; 
or  


(c) upon such other means of verification as may be specified by the Administration. 


(6) Where the insurance of a ship has been cancelled, suspended, or has otherwise ceased to be in force for any reason 
whatsoever, the operator shall immediately obtain a new or renewed certificate of insurance or other financial security 
and submit a copy thereof to the nearest port authority for verification, failing which the port authority may detain the 
ship or refuse port clearance until valid insurance is obtained. 


(7) Every insurer providing insurance under these rules shall ensure that–– 


(a) the validity status of the insurance coverage is clearly displayed on its official website in a manner that 
permits timely verification by the port authority; 


(b) where the minimum period of validity specified in sub-rule (3) is not met, the official website expressly 
displays the validity status together with appropriate remarks; and 


(c) the official website indicates any limitation, qualification or deviation from the specified period of cover. 


(8) Any ship not complying with the requirements of this rule shall be liable to the controlled measures and detention 
of vessels under sub-section (1) of section 307 of the Act. 


(9) The age norms, as may be specified by the Administration under sub-section (1) of section 307 of the Act in 
respect of Indian ships, shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to foreign-flagged ships operating or navigating in coastal 
waters, irrespective of whether such ships subsequently enter any port or any other place within India. 


7. Obligations in event of marine casualty or incident.–– (1) In the event of a marine casualty or incident posing a 
threat to life, property, navigation or the marine environment,–– 


(a) any dispute, disagreement, or uncertainty between the ship owner, the hull and machinery insurance 
provider, and the insurer, including disputes relating to coverage or apportionment of costs, shall not impede, 
delay, or otherwise affect the commencement or continuation of response measures;  


(b) the insurer shall, upon receipt of notice of such casualty or incident, promptly respond, cooperate, and 
facilitate the activation and continuity of emergency response measures, including by confirming coverage or 
acknowledging the claim, nominating correspondents, and coordinating with the ship owner, the hull and 
machinery insurance provider, and the competent authorities, notwithstanding any dispute, disagreement, or 
uncertainty regarding coverage, quantum, or apportionment of costs;  


(c) where the Administration considers that the response measures are inadequate, ineffective, or delayed, the 
Administration may cause such action to be taken as may be deemed necessary, and the cost of such action 
shall be recoverable from the ship owner or insurer in accordance with the insurance arrangements, 
international conventions and applicable laws.  


(2) Where any insurer fails to respond to a notice issued by the Administration in connection with a marine casualty or 
incident within such time as may be specified or unreasonably delays response, cooperation, or facilitation required 
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for emergency response, the Administration may by order, after recording reasons in writing and after giving an 
opportunity of being heard, take one or more of the following actions, namely:–– 


(a) cease to recognise such insurer which is a member of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity 
Clubs; or 


(b) suspend or withdraw the authorisation of such insurer authorised by the Central Government as a 
designated insurer or an accepted insurer; or  


(c) cease to recognise such insurer specified by the Central Government. 


(3) Where a marine casualty or incident involves a ship that is uninsured, or in respect of which the insurance 
certificate is fraudulent, lapsed, cancelled, or otherwise invalid, or where the insurer or financial security provider 
cannot be identified or contacted within twenty-four hours from the time the Administration first attempts to establish 
contact with such insurer or financial security provider, the Administration may direct such emergency response 
measures as are necessary be undertaken.  


(4) The cost of any emergency response measures undertaken under sub-rule (3) shall be borne by the ship owner and 
shall constitute a statutory debt due to the Central Government, recoverable from the ship owner, and from the 
proceeds of the sale of the ship or its cargo, in accordance with the provisions of the Act and the applicable laws.  


8. Declaration by operator through shipping agent. — (1) The operator of every ship, other than an Indian ship, 
shall, through its shipping agent, submit to the port authority, together with the documents required under rule 6, a 
signed declaration in the form specified in the First Schedule, which may be submitted in physical form or by 
electronic means, duly authenticating the following, namely:–– 


(a) where a shipping agent has been appointed, that the appointment of the shipping agent is valid and 
effective from the time the ship enters the coastal waters and remain so until the ship departs therefrom; and 


(b) that all certificates, documents, and information submitted under these rules are true and correct to the 
best of the operator's knowledge and belief. 


(2) Without prejudice to the obligations of the operator under these rules, the shipping agent, on behalf of the operator, 
making an application for the entry of a ship into any port or any other place within India, shall ensure compliance 
with all requirements specified under these rules. 


(3) Where a shipping agent fails to ensure compliance with any requirement under these rules, or submits a declaration 
under sub-rule (1) that is found to contain any false or misleading information, the port authority may, in addition to 
any penalty under the Act or these rules, refuse to accept any further declarations from such shipping agent until the 
Administration is satisfied that adequate corrective measures have been taken. 


9. Authorisation of an insurer. — (1) An insurance issued by an insurer being a member of the International Group 
of Protection and Indemnity Clubs shall be recognised for the purposes of these rules. 


(2) An insurer not being a member of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs, seeking 
authorisation or renewal of authorisation as a designated insurer or an accepted insurer, shall apply to the 
Administration in the form specified in the Second Schedule, along with all documents specified therein.  


(3) The Central Government shall, on the basis of the evaluation carried out by the committee under rule 10, grant 
authorisation to an applicant referred to in sub-rule (2), only upon being satisfied that the applicant fulfils the 
eligibility criteria specified in the Second Schedule, subject to such conditions, limitations, or periodic reviews as the 
Central Government may deem necessary.  


(4) The Administration shall maintain and publish on the official website a list of all insurers authorised under these 
rules, together with the category of authorisation, the period of validity of such authorisation, and any conditions 
attached thereto.  


10. Constitution and functions of committee. – (1) There shall be a committee to evaluate applications made under 
rule 9, consisting of the following members, namely:–– 


(a) Director-General – Chairperson; 


(b) Nautical Advisor – Member;  


(c) Chief Surveyor – Member; 


(d) Chief Ship Surveyor – Member; 


(e) Nautical Surveyor – Member Secretary; 
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(f) Representative from the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways – Member; 


(g) Representative from Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India – Member; 


(h) Representative from General Insurance Corporation of India – Member; 


(i) Representative from Mumbai Port Authority – Member; 


(j) Representative from Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority – Member; 


(k) Any other member co-opted by the Chairperson – Member. 


(2) The committee shall assess applications for authorisation under rule 9 based on the criteria specified in the Second 
Schedule.  


(3) The meetings of the committee shall be convened at least once in a calendar year by the Chairperson or a nominee 
of the Chairperson, and the quorum shall consist of at least half of the members, including the Chairperson or his 
nominee: 


Provided that the committee may, where necessary, convene such additional meetings for the effective 
discharge of its functions under these rules. 


(4) The Administration shall, at such intervals as may be considered appropriate, review and update the list of 
insurers, not being members of the International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs, authorised under these 
rules, and may remove from the list any insurer whose authorisation has been suspended or withdrawn. 


(5) The committee shall forward its recommendations to the Central Government, which shall have the final authority 
to approve or reject such recommendations.  


(6) The fee payable in respect of an application for approval or renewal of insurers made under the Second Schedule 
shall be ten lakh rupees.  


(7) Subject to the provisions of these rules, the committee may regulate its own procedure, including the manner of 
seeking additional information from applicants, the procedure for making representations, and the recording of 
minutes of its meetings.  


11. Power to exempt ships from these rules. — (1) The Administration may, with the prior approval of the Central 
Government and in conformity with the provisions of section 300 of the Act, exempt any ship or category of ships 
from any specific requirement under these rules, in whole or in part, for a specified time, subject to such conditions as 
may be deemed appropriate:  


Provided that such exemption shall be granted only if the Administration is satisfied that granting the 
exemption shall not contravene India’s obligations under any of international conventions and that the ship in question 
provides an equivalent level of safety and environmental protection by other means.  


(2) Any such exemption granted under this rule shall be documented and may be revoked at any time if the conditions 
attached are not fulfilled or if the reasons for granting it ceases to apply. 


12. Power to deny entry, detain or move ship. –Where the Central Government has reasonable grounds to suspect 
that a ship–– 


(a) which proposes to enter a port, anchorage, offshore facility or any other place within India, does not comply 
with the requirements of these rules, it may direct the proper officer to deny such entry under section 137 of the 
Act; 


(b) does not comply with the requirements under these rules or poses a threat of harm to the coast or coastal 
waters or has caused such harm, it may direct any proper officer to detain the ship under section 290 of the Act 
or have the ship moved to such place and for such period as it may deem fit. 


13. Penalty. – (1) Any contravention of these rules or failure to comply with any requirement thereof shall be liable to 
penalties as specified in the Act.  


(2) Whoever breaches any rule herein, for which no specific penalty is provided under sub-section (2) of section 281 
of the Act, shall be liable to a penalty which may extend to fifty thousand rupees, and if the breach is a continuing one, 
with a further penalty which may extend to five thousand rupees for every day after the first day during which the 
breach continues. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 
(See rule 8) 


DECLARATION BY SHIP OWNER OR OPERATOR THROUGH SHIPPING AGENT 


 


1. Ship Particulars 


1.1. Name of Ship: _______________________________ 


1.2. IMO Number / Official Number / Call Sign: _______________________________ 


1.3. Flag of Registry: _______________________________ 


1.4. Port of Registry: _______________________________ 


 


2. Operator / Owner Details 


2.1. Name: _______________________________ 


2.2. Registered Address: _______________________________ 


2.3. Contact Details (Tel/ Mob / Fax / E‑mail): _______________________________ 


 


3. Shipping Agent Details 


3.1. Name of Shipping Agent: _______________________________ 


3.2. Address of Shipping Agent: _______________________________ 


3.3. Contact Details (Tel/ Mob / Fax / E‑mail): _______________________________ 


 


4. Declaration 


I, the undersigned, hereby declare as follows: 


a. The appointment of the shipping agent named above is valid and effective from the time of the ship's 


entry into Indian coastal waters until departure therefrom. 


b. The ship holds valid insurance or other financial security complying with the Merchant Shipping 


(Regulation of Entry of Ships into Coastal Waters) Rules, 2026. 


c. The ship holds a valid certificate of class as required under rule 5 of the said rules. 


d. The ship has in force a valid salvage contract and a valid marine pollution response contract with a 


salvor authorised under the applicable rules made under the Act. 


e. All certificates, documents and information submitted in connection with this declaration are true and 


correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I am aware that any false declaration renders the 


declarant liable to penalties under the Act. 


f. I am duly authorised to make this declaration on behalf of the ship owner or operator named above. 
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5. Signature of Declarant 


5.1. Name: _______________________________ 


5.2. Designation: _______________________________ 


5.3. Company / Organisation : _______________________________ 


5.4. Place: ____________________________  


5.5. Date: _______________________________ 


5.6. Signature: _______________________________ 


5.7. Company Stamp / Seal (if any): _______________________________ 


6. For Official Use 


6.1. Date of Receipt: _______________________________ 


6.2. Documents Verified:  Insurance    Class certificate    Salvage contract    Marine Pollution 


Response Contract    Others  


6.3. Entry/Port Clearance Granted (Yes / No): _______________________________ 


6.4. Remarks (if any): _______________________________ 


6.5. Signature and Stamp of the issuing Authority: _______________________________ 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 


[See rules 3(a), (e), 9(2),(3) 10(2) and (6)] 


MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS,  
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF MARITIME ADMINISTRATION, MUMBAI 
 


FORM OF APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OR RENEWAL OF INSURERS UNDER RULE 9 OF THE 
MERCHANT SHIPPING (REGULATION OF ENTRY OF SHIPS INTO COASTAL WATERS) RULES, 2026 


 


PART A  


GENERAL PARTICULARS 


 


1. Name of Applicant              :  ............................................................. 
(Insurance Company) 


 
2. Country and Place of Incorporation           :  ............................................................. 


 


3. Date of Incorporation                                 :  .............................................................  


(Certificate of Incorporation to be enclosed) 
 


4. Category of Authorisation Requested         :       Designated Insurer  


                                                                              Accepted Insurer    


5. Application Fee [Ten lakh rupees]           : 


6. Receipt Number / Transaction Details      : 
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PART B  


REGULATORY, FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ELIGIBILITY 


Sr. 
No. 


Evaluation Criteria Designated Insurer  Accepted Insurer  Compliance 
Status 


Remarks 
(Substantiating 


Documents to be 
submitted) 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 


1 Registration with insurance 
regulatory authority 


Mandatory Mandatory  Regulator of country of 
incorporation. Proof 
required. 


2 Authorisation to 
underwrite protection and 
indemnity risks 


Mandatory Mandatory  Licence scope to include 
maritime third-party 
liabilities 


3 Membership of recognised 
marine insurance 
association 


Preferable 
 


Preferable   


4 Experience in underwriting 
marine liabilities 


Mandatory 
Minimum ten years 
general insurance 


including five years 
marine 


Mandatory 
Minimum five years 


general insurance 
including three years 


marine 


  


5 Type of insurer Mandatory 
Government owned or 


holding company 


Mandatory 
Government owned 
or holding company 


  


6 Paid-up capital Mandatory 
Minimum USD 100 


million 


Mandatory 
Minimum USD 50 


million 


  


7 Free reserves Mandatory 
Minimum USD 300 


million 


Mandatory 
Minimum USD 150 


million 
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8 Audited financial 
statements 


Mandatory 
Last three completed 


financial years 


Mandatory 
Last three completed 


financial years 


  


9 Credit rating of applicant Mandatory 
Minimum BBB+ 


(S&P) or equivalent 


Mandatory 
Minimum BBB+ 


(S&P) or equivalent 


  


10 Credit rating of reinsurer Mandatory 
Minimum BBB+ 


(S&P) or equivalent 


Mandatory 
Minimum BBB+ 


(S&P) or equivalent 


  


11 Disclosure of reinsurance 
programme 


Mandatory Mandatory  Retention, layers, lead 
reinsurer, governing law 


 


 


PART C  


OPERATIONAL AND CLAIMS HANDLING CAPABILITY 


 


Sr. 
No. 


Evaluation Criteria Designated Insurer  Accepted Insurer  Compliance 
Status 


Remarks 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 


12 Policy wording covering 
maritime claims under Parts 
IX and XII of the Act 


Mandatory Mandatory   


13 Explicit coverage for wreck 
removal, pollution, salvage 
and emergency response 


Mandatory Mandatory   


14 Acknowledgement of 
India’s right to prescribe 
unlimited liability for wreck 
removal 


Mandatory Mandatory   
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15 Ability to issue certificate of 
insurance or other financial 
security enabling direct 
action 


Mandatory Mandatory   


16 Availability of financial 
security instruments 


Mandatory 
Letter of Undertaking 


or Letter of 
Indemnity or Bank 


Guarantee acceptable 
to Indian ports. 


Mandatory 
Bank Guarantee 


acceptable to 
Indian ports. 


 


  


17 24 × 7 availability of local 
correspondents or lawyers in 
India 


Mandatory Mandatory   


18 Dedicated India nodal 
officer or India desk 


Mandatory Mandatory  Can be nominated from the 
correspondent 


19 Claims handling and 
settlement capability 


Mandatory Mandatory  Average settlement 
timelines and escalation 
mechanism 


20 Disclosure of outstanding 
claims or litigation in India 


Mandatory Mandatory  Statements for preceding 
three financial years 


Note: For the purpose of claims disclosure, no claim shall be treated as outstanding where legal liability of the insured ship 
owner has not been finally determined or where enforcement of a judgment or arbitral award is not pending. 
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PART D  


RESPONSE READINESS AND STATUTORY ALIGNMENT 


Sr. 
No. 


Evaluation Criteria Designated 
Insurer  


Accepted 
Insurer  


Compliance 
Status 


Remarks 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 


21 Contract with approved 
marine pollution 
response operator in 
India 


Mandatory Mandatory   


22 Salvage, marine 
firefighting, HNS and oil 
spill response contracts 


Mandatory Mandatory   


23 Undertaking for real-time 
data sharing with Port 
Authorities and DG 


Mandatory Mandatory   


24 Affidavit of compliance 
with Indian laws 


Mandatory Mandatory  Merchant Shipping Act, 
2025 and rules made 
thereunder 


25 (a) Declaration of past 
regulatory sanctions or 
enforcement actions 


Mandatory Mandatory Consolidated 
affidavit 
shall be 
notarised 
before a 
Notary 
Public and 
executed by a 
person duly 
authorised by 
the applicant 


Nil declaration, if 
applicable 


(b) Undertaking for 
annual compliance 
confirmation 


Mandatory Mandatory  


(c) Acceptance of right 
of inspection and audit 
by Administration 


Mandatory Mandatory  


(d) Obligation to report 
material changes 


Mandatory Mandatory Financial, rating, 
ownership, regulatory 
status 


(e) Acknowledgement of 
grounds for suspension 
or withdrawal under 
these Rules 


Mandatory Mandatory  
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Following are some of the changes between the 2012 and 2026 notifications.



1. Overall change in scope 

2012

The 2012 Rules were principally concerned with non-Indian vessels of 300 GT or more entering/sailing from Indian ports, terminals, anchorages, seeking port facilities or Indian offshore facilities in Indian territorial waters.

2026

The scope is substantially wider:

· Applies to all Indian ships. 

· Applies to all non-Indian ships operating in or navigating through Indian coastal waters. 

· This applies whether or not the ship subsequently enters a port, anchorage, offshore facility or other place in India. 

· Thus, merely transiting/operating in Indian coastal waters brings a foreign ship within the Rules. 



2. Insurance requirement 

2012

The foreign vessel had to have:

· insurance against maritime claims; 

· specifically, a valid P&I insurance policy; 

· insurance covering maritime claims subject to the 1976 LLMC Convention; 

· minimum insurance amount linked to the maximum limitation amount under the 1996 Protocol. 

The 2012 Rules essentially focused on the existence and adequacy of P&I cover.

2026

The 2026 Rules provide a much more elaborate insurance framework.

Insurance may be from:

1. an International Group P&I Club; 

2. an insurer authorised by the Central Government under the new Rules; or 

3. another Indian insurer as may be specified. 

The definition of "insurance" expressly includes P&I insurance covering third-party liabilities of the shipowner, operator or charterer arising from ship operations. 



3. IG P&I Clubs receive an express recognition

Under Rule 9 

· insurance issued by an International Group P&I Club is recognised; 

· a non-IG insurer must obtain Central Government authorisation as either a Designated Insurer or Accepted Insurer. 

The 2026 Rules consequently distinguish between:

· IG P&I Clubs, which are recognised; and 

· non-IG insurers, which have to pass the prescribed regulatory criteria. 

This was not developed in this manner under the 2012 Rules.



4. Class requirement — age thresholds have changed.

2012 thresholds

The 2012 Rules required class for foreign vessels above:

· 20 years — oil/chemical tankers; 

· 25 years — general cargo ships, bulk carriers, offshore support vessels, passenger vessels and other cargo vessels; 

· 30 years — LNG/LPG tankers. 

2026 thresholds

The 2026 Rules reduce these considerably:

· >10 years — oil product tanker / chemical tanker; 

· >10 years — general cargo ship, bulk carrier, offshore support vessel, passenger ship and other cargo ships; 

· >15 years — LNG/LPG tanker; 

· >10 years — other types of ships. 

The age is calculated from the date of delivery recorded in the Safety Construction Certificate. 



5. The new class requirement potentially follows the vessel even when it doesn't enter port

Because Rule 5 is linked to ships "entering or operating within coastal waters", and Rule 6 applies to foreign ships transiting/operating in coastal waters, the class requirement is no longer simply an Indian port-entry issue.



6. Salvage contract and Marine Pollution Response Contract at must

Under Rule 6, a foreign ship must maintain:

1. valid insurance; 

2. valid certificate of class; and 

3. a valid salvage contract and marine pollution response contract with an authorised salvor. 

The First Schedule declaration also specifically requires the operator/agent to declare that these contracts are in force. 

There was no equivalent three-part requirement in the 2012 Rules.



7. 48-hour submission requirement 

2012

The operator/agent had to submit copies of insurance policy and Certificate of Class 

48 hours before entering the port/offshore facility/territorial waters, with the wording also referring to whichever event occurred earlier.

2026

The operator/agent of a foreign ship seeking port entry must submit the documents at least 48 hours before entry into the port limits. 

But the 2026 requirement is broader because the documentation now covers compliance with insurance, class, salvage contract, marine pollution response contract. 



8. 2026 introduces a 3-month insurance validity rule

This is a significant change. The port authority must verify that the insurance certificate is valid on the date of entry and remains valid for at least 3 months from entry, or the anticipated duration of the ship's stay in Indian coastal waters, whichever is longer. 

There is an important proviso i.e. if the insurance is subject to annual renewal and less than three months remain, the port authority may permit entry if the operator gives a written undertaking to renew before expiry and subsequently provides proof of renewal.



9. Port authorities have express electronic verification mechanisms

Under 2026:

Port authorities may maintain documents physically, electronically or in another manner specified by Administration. 

For insurance verification, they can rely on insurer's official website, written confirmation from insurer or authorised correspondent or another method specified by Administration. 

This is much more in line with the present online systems than the 2012 system, which contemplated physical / original / certified documents being available onboard.



10. New obligation placed directly on insurers to maintain website information

This is another substantial new requirement. Insurers must display on their official website validity status, relevant remarks where the three-month validity requirement isn't met, limitations, qualifications or deviations from the specified period of cover. 



11. Cancellation/suspension of insurance 

Both regimes deal with cancellation/suspension of P&I cover.

But 2026 expressly provides that if insurance has been cancelled, been suspended or otherwise ceased to be in force, the operator must immediately obtain new/renewed insurance and submit it to the nearest port authority. If this is not done the port authority may detain the ship or refuse port clearance.



12. New marine casualty provisions

The 2026 Rules specifically address what happens following a marine casualty / incident. They say that disputes between shipowner, H&M insurer and P&I insurer, including disputes over coverage, apportionment of costs, quantum must not impede or delay emergency response measures. 

The insurer is expected to promptly respond, cooperate, facilitate emergency response, coordinate with shipowner, H&M insurer and authorities. This is a new statutory overlay on casualty response.



13. Government can act if Insurer does not respond

If an insurer fails to respond or unreasonably delays cooperation, the Administration can, after following the specified procedure

· cease recognising an IG Club; 

· suspend/withdraw authorisation of an Accepted/Designated Insurer; or 

· cease recognition of another specified insurer. 



14. Uninsured vessel / uncontactable insurer — new emergency powers

If a casualty involves a vessel where, there is no insurance, the certificate is fraudulent, insurance has lapsed/cancelled, insurance is otherwise invalid or insurer/financial security provider cannot be identified/contacted within 24 hours, the Administration can arrange emergency response measures. The costs become a statutory debt due to the Central Government, recoverable from the shipowner and potentially from the proceeds of sale of the ship/cargo. 



15. Shipping agent's responsibility is considerably increased

Under 2012, the agent could submit documents on behalf of the operator with a declaration.

Under 2026, the agent's responsibility is much more explicit. The agent making the application must ensure compliance with the Rules. If the agent fails to ensure compliance or submits a false/misleading declaration, the port authority may refuse to accept further declarations from that agent until corrective measures are taken. 



16. New formal declaration

The 2026 First Schedule creates a prescribed declaration by the owner/operator through the shipping agent. It covers:

· appointment of agent; 

· valid insurance; 

· valid class certificate; 

· salvage contract; 

· marine pollution response contract; 

· truthfulness of submitted information; 

· authority of the person making the declaration. 

The compliance process becomes much more formalised.



17. Port authority's powers become stronger

The 2026 Rules expressly allow the Central Government to direct the proper officer to deny entry, detain the ship or move the ship where the prescribed requirements aren't met or where the vessel poses a threat/harm to the coast/coastal waters. 

The 2012 Rules mainly contemplated reporting non-compliance to DG Shipping for appropriate action.



18. Penalty regime is expressly provided

The 2026 Rules state that contravention is subject to penalties under the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025.

Where no specific penalty exists, the penalty may extend to INR 50,000, plus INR 5,000 per day for a continuing breach. 



19. New exemption power given to DGMA

The 2026 Rules allow the Administration, with prior Central Government approval, to exempt a ship/category of ships from a specific requirement for a specified period, subject to conditions.

The exemption cannot conflict with India's international convention obligations and requires equivalent safety/environmental protection. 

This was not structured in the same manner in the 2012 Rules.



20. Change in definition of "operator"

The 2026 definition is more detailed.

"Operator" includes the shipowner or another organisation/person such as manager or bareboat charterer, who has assumed responsibility for operation under the ISM Code. 

This potentially makes the compliance obligations more directly relevant to the ISM-responsible entity, rather than simply the registered owner.





into under the applicable rules made under the Act.

Unquote

We through our Agency Division, spoke with Capt Azad, the Nautical
Advisor. During the phone conversation the Nautical Advisor informed our
Agency Division that the DGMA is preparing a list of approved Salvors /
OSRO (Oil Spill Response Organisation) and this is expected to come out in
six months. The Ports will therefore not enforce the need for providing
salvage and marine response contract atleast for the next 6 months.

Informatively, we are also involved with assisting non-IG Insurers to get
approval from DGMA. During one of such approvals during the beginning of
this year the DGMA was required that the Non-IG Insurers enter into a
contract for Salvage / Oil pollution response company without which the
approvals were not being granted. Looks like DGMA / Ministry of Shipping is
pushing a similar thing for all P&I Insurers where they will need to have a
contract in place with Salvage / Oil pollution response company (based on
the list that will be provided by them in due course) so that when an
emergency occurs the said Salvage company comes into the picture
immediately.

In conclusion,

The new rules covers compliances for all vessels (Indian / Foreign flag)
coming into Indian waters / Ports.
The new rule pertaining to contract for Salvage / Oil Pollution response
will be given 6 months for implementation (as per telephonic discussion
with the Nautical Advisor.

We trust the above is of assistance to you so that you could advise your
Members.

Kind regards

Sunil D’souza
James Mackintosh & Co. Pvt. Ltd.
Commissariat Building
231 Dr. Dadabhoy Naoroji Road, 
Mumbai 400001
Tel :+91 22 66383421 Mob +91 9820451713
Website: www.jamesmackintosh.com

tel:+912266383421
tel:+919820451713
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/AVImCGRr0C1vEmNc7hmGsBxzaW?domain=jamesmackintosh.com/



